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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Fellow Members, 

I am pleased to serve as President of OCAPS for 2007. I want to thank our Executive Council for a 
very productive and fun year at OCAPS. We intend to have similar events for 2007. Our goal remains 
to provide a collegial environment in Orange County where Armenian American professionals can 
learn of and enjoy socially the rich Armenian culture. We will also continue to provide programs to 
inform members on some of the political and strategic issues facing Armenia. In addition we intend to 
expand our philanthropic efforts in Armenia to assist those in need especially young students, 
teachers and their class rooms. Please be part of our team and join with us for 2007 which we hope to 
be best year yet. 

Serge Tomassian, OCAPS President 2007 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear OCAPS Members, 

It has been a privilege and an honor to serve as the President of our organization for 2006.  I am truly grateful for the 
talented members of our Executive Council who were instrumental in the vitality of our organization.  I am also very 
pleased with the support of our membership in attending events, bringing new members to our organization, assisting in 
event coordination, supporting our philanthropic endeavors, and making it a truly rewarding experience for all. 

I am looking forward to the upcoming new year with the leadership of Serge Tomassian.  He has been the creative force 
behind our events in 2006 and I am certain we will have a truly rewarding year ahead of us with him at the helm.  Serge is 
a very talented, creative and enthusiastic individual with fresh new ideas for our organization.  I look forward to his vision 
and leadership in the New Year. 

Happy Holidays, 
OCAPS President 2006 

Welcome…  
We would like to warmly 
welcome the following 
new members to our 
organization: 

Aret Aramian 
Financial Advisor 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Melissa Gulmezian 
Student 
Irvine, CA 

Kenneth & Mildred Moe 
Physicists 
Irvine, CA 

Lydia Thomson 
Realtor 
Laguna Niguel, CA 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday Jan. 13th: Celebration of Armenian Christmas 

Join us for our most celebrated annual social event of the 
year!  This year the party will be held at the lovely home of 
Serge and Mona Tomassian located in the Lemon Heights 
area of Orange County. 

Share in the fun celebration of traditional Armenian 
Christmas festivities at the home of incoming President for 
2007.  An extraordinary buffet dinner will be created 
especially for this event with traditional Armenian and 
Middle-Eastern gourmet delicacies. Special live musical 
entertainment will be provided by Viken Najarian (oud player 
back by popular demand).  And, Taleen Tertzakian will share 
her experiences in delivering the philanthropic school funds and supplies.  Additionally, 
there will be special guests in attendance.  

This event is limited to our members and their guests.  This is a great opportunity for 
inviting prospective new members as your guests to this event.  Please look for your 
invitation enclosed with this newsletter and send in your RSVP for this special event. 

Review the Past Events and Philanthropic Efforts sections inside ��� �  



 

Past Events 

 

 

Mezze Madness 

Saturday, September 23, 2006 – Orange County, CA 

On this early Fall evening, OCAPS held their Mezze Madness social 
at the lovely home of OCAPS member, Dr. Armen Shahbazian. This 
social was designed for members to meet, mingle and enjoy the 
camaraderie of fellow Armenian professionals in a relaxed setting. 

Over forty-five members and their guests enjoyed the evening, while 
Executive Council members circulated, making sure that everyone 
felt welcome. Members and their guests were treated to some very 
special entertainment by renowned oud player, Viken Najarian.  An 
array delectable mezze was offered, complete with kebab, hummus, 
eggplant, salads, assorted cheeses, meats and colorful vegetables. 
The bountiful mezze ended on a very sweet note with desserts that 
included fresh fruit, key lime pie, brownies, and a wonderfully rich 
caramel, chocolate and nut creation. 

As the evening came to a close, OCAPS President elect Serge 
Tomassian thanked Dr.Shahbazian for graciously opening his lovely 
home for this occasion. In addition, Serge Tomassian thanked the 
OCAPS members who worked so tirelessly to organize the event. 

~Debra Melikian 

Autumn Afternoon Social 

November 12, 2006 - Newport Beach, CA 
With capacity crowd of 70 members and guests in attendance, 
OCAPS hosted their Autumn Afternoon Social, with special guest 
speaker Dr. Richard Kasper. His topic for presentation was "The 
Role Of Christianity In Armenian History". 
After a very warm welcome by OCAPS President, the audience was 
treated to a special flute recital by the very talented Andrea Kirazian, 
who started playing the flute at age 9 and has played for Badarak at 
various Armenian Churches. The audience was simply mesmerized 
by the way she played the beautiful Sharagans (hymns). After quite a 
lengthy applause, Andrea was presented with a gift as token of 
appreciation from OCAPS. 
Dr. Kasper, the featured speaker is well known and respected in the 
Armenian community as an ophthalmologist specializing in eye 
surgery as well as a professor at USC Medical School. Along with 
his extensive medical background, he has had a parallel path in life, 
which was his passion to study the Bible and teach it to others. 
Dr. Kasper began his much anticipated presentation by quoting from 
William Saroyan's “Inhale Exhale” book and then spoke of The Role 
of Christianity in Armenian History, a topic he has studied and 
researched. He delivered a very insightful presentation covering the 
topic in detail throughout the key aspects of Armenian history. A 
question and answer session followed. In closing, Dr. Kasper 
received much applause and was presented with a gift as a token of 
appreciation from OCAPS. 
~Debra Melikian 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Past Events (Cont.) 
Exhibitor at Armenian Festival of Orange County 

September 30 and October 1, 2006 - Laguna Hills, CA 

Colorful festival booths dotted the hillside, aroma of freshly cooked 
kebab wafted through the air and strains of Armenian music could be 
heard, as the Orange County Armenian Professional Society staffed 
their booth at the 2nd Annual Armenian Festival in Laguna Hills. In 
addition to OCAPS, there were many other Armenian organizations 
in attendance at this popular weekend event.  It was a well attended 
event that provided a unique opportunity to promote the OCAPS and 
share information on the organization. The booth was staffed with 
several enthusiastic OCAPS members, who gave out membership 
information and answered questions from the many festival visitors. 

~Debra Melikian 
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Philanthropic Efforts 
Armenia Trip Report: Philanthropic Efforts in Armen ia 

In June 2006, while tediously preparing for the stressful experience that is the California BAR exam, my friend Tamar 
proposed a light at the end of my long dark tunnel: a one-month trip to Armenia. She and I are both interested in art, 
specifically contemporary Armenian art. We thought traveling to Armenia in search of artistic talent to exhibit in 
Southern California would be a wonderful experience. From our past experiences, we both knew that Armenia needed all 
the volunteer work that the Diaspora offered. When the President of OCAPS 2006 contacted me and requested that I 
deliver the OCAPS funds to two schools in Armenia, I happily accepted. 

I met with Edwin between taking the BAR exam and leaving for Armenia. He explained to me that the two schools in 
Sevkar and Berkaber were located near the Azerbaijani border in the northeastern villages of Armenia. I discovered that 
in Berkaber, which is right on the Azeri border, every family had lost at least one member in the war with Azerbaijan. 
OCAPS decided to shift focus to help schools in the villages.  That month’s Diaspora Conference in Yerevan stressed the 
importance of helping villages. OCAPS had allocated the majority of the funds to the teachers and the staff of these two 
schools. The rest was to purchase school supplies for the students. 

We arrived in Yerevan on September 13, 2006. Our excitement overtook our undeniable jetlag and compelled us to get 
up early the following morning to begin our hunt for educational supplies. We were running on sheer adrenaline and 
visited several different stores before nearly wiping out the stock at two of them. Thanks to the guidance of our liaison in 
Yerevan, we efficiently used the allocated funds and purchased six huge boxes of educational supplies. We then made 
contact with the principals of the two schools and set up a visit date for the following week. 

The morning of the big day, we piled the school supplies into the trunks of two cars that transported us to the schools. 
Our first stop was Sevkar, about a 2.5 hour journey from Yerevan by car.  It is the larger of the two schools, with 331 
students and 44 employees (29 teachers and 15 staff members). Sevkar’s principal greeted us as we pulled in to the 
school’s front yard. School was nearly done for the day and some students were running around getting ready for a talent 
recital. I will never forget the looks of excitement on the children’s faces as we removed the supplies from the cars. 

Following Edwin’s instructions, I had already organized the cash in individual envelopes that we would hand out to the 
teachers and staff. I had also asked the principal to prepare a list of the names that were to collect money during the 
distribution, as to have them sign off once they received their sum. While the list was being prepared, we were given a 
tour of the school, which included the classrooms still in session. The walls, floors, and windows of the classrooms were 
in terrible shape. Wood paneling from the floors were loose or missing, windows and walls were cracked, desks and 
chairs were old and rusty. The classrooms were in no condition to cater to a healthy learning environment. Yet, despite 
the poor conditions, disciplined students sat proudly at their desks, and showed us their utmost respect with kind and 
heartfelt greetings. I later came to realize that because the people of these villages were dealing with post-war trauma, 
education was regarded as a highly valued commodity. Furthermore, education helped them to move on. 

Continued on the back page ��� � �



 

Philanthropic Efforts (Cont.) 
Armenia Trip Report (Cont.) 

Once the list was ready, the principal summoned the teachers to the 
office.  As I read each name off the list, one by one the teachers 
and staff members stepped forward with extreme gratitude and 
expressed thanks to the “Orange Country(yes Country, not County) 
APS”. 

After watching a part of the talent recital, we made our way to 
Berkaber, a mere five minute drive away. This smaller school, with 
64 students and 26 employees (19 teachers and 7 staff members), 
was much closer to the Azerbaijani border and visibly more 
affected by the war. The entrance of the school proudly exhibited 
pictures of the fedayees (freedom fighters) the village had lost to 
the war. 

Before distributing the funds, we took a tour of the school. Similar 
to Sevkar, the school was in poor condition. During our tour, we 
noticed more of the same problems, including cracked walls and 
windows. After the tour, we made our way to the teachers’ lounge, 
and distributed the funds the same way we had done in Sevkar. 
Again, we were greeted with extreme thanks and appreciation.  

After an emotionally draining yet rewarding day, the principals of 
the two schools invited us to lunch along with community leaders. 
We gladly accepted (you can’t really say no to such invitations in 
Armenia). During lunch, one toast followed another. After a while, 
I stopped counting the number of times the principals toasted to the 
“Orange Country APS”.  

Having had the honor to 
distribute the OCAPS funds to 
Sevkar and Berkaber, I can 
without hesitation say that 
funds raised in support of such 
projects are crucial to the 
promotion of a healthy and 
stable society in Armenia. I 
applaud every person who has 
contributed in the past and who 
continues to contribute today. I 
also applaud those who will 
contribute this holiday season. 

~Taleen Tertzakian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orange County Armenian Professional Society 
P.O. Box 3455, Newport Beach, CA 92659 
Email: information@ocaps.org 
Web: www.ocaps.org         714-546-1105 
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