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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
It has been truly a rewarding experience to be the president of the OCAPS organization.  
I am grateful for the Executive Council members who take the time out of their busy 
schedules to serve our organization, and I enjoy working with these dedicated volunteers. 

This year we have already had three successful events and we are on our way in 
planning for the remainder of the year.  We started the year with our annual Celebration 
of Armenian Christmas for our members, followed by the Spring Dinner featuring Mark 
Geragos, Esq. keynote speaker, and then the Angels Baseball Game which was a fun 
evening for members and their families. 

Our original event planning for this year included a repeat of the Monte Carlo Night event, 
however the Executive Council has decided to forgo the event for this year and postpone 
it for the future.  We are excited to announce the Mezze Madness upcoming event on 

Sept. 23rd, 2006 and look forward to have all our members and their guests attend.  The Executive Council is 
also currently planning additional events for the remainder of the year.  Meet-and-Greet Afternoon Gathering 
with Dr. Richard Kasper is scheduled on Sunday, Nov. 12th. 

I am very enthusiastic to announce that we have a new focus for our Philanthropic efforts.  Please read the 
details in the Philanthropic Efforts section of this newsletter.  As we have in the past two years, we are working 
on the Annual Fund Raising card to raise funds for our philanthropic cause.  Our donations are used to 
subsidize the teachers’ and staff salaries with a much needed annual bonus in two schools in Armenia.  The 
funds are hand delivered to individual teachers and school staff; therefore, 100% of your philanthropic 
contributions go directly to benefit the schools.  We look forward to your generosity to continue our 
philanthropic mission to enrich education by providing support to teachers and students in Armenia.  Look for 
the Philanthropic Fund Raising card in the mail later in the year. 

I am pleased to announce the president for 2007 will be Serge Tomassian.  I have worked with him for the past 
year and feel he will be an outstanding president.  He is a very enthusiastic, creative and dedicated individual. 

I look forward to seeing all our members at the Mezze Madness event. 

OCAPS President 
 

Welcome…  
Since the distribution of 
the Membership Directory, 
we would like to warmly 
welcome the following 
new member to our 
organization: 

Jerry Kamashian 
President of Kamashian 
Engineering 
Cerritos, CA 

Did you know…  
�  OCAPS has a fresh 

new web site! 
www.ocaps.org 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday Sept. 23: Mezze Madness 

Mark your calendars for this special event. 

We will be hosting a Mezze Madness Pot-Luck Evening at Dr. 
Armen Shahbazian’s beautiful contemporary home in Cowen 
Heights.  It will be a quaint gathering of good friends to share a 
sumptuous assortment of food, socialize and listen to live music 
featuring renowned oud player Viken Najarian. 

This event is limited to our members and their guests.  This is a 
great opportunity for inviting perspective new members as your 
guests to this event.  Don't miss this great opportunity to catch 
up with old friends and make new ones. 

We thank Dr. Shahbazian for opening his home for this special 
event and hope all of our membership will join us.  Please look 
for your invitation enclosed with this newsletter. 

Review the Past Events and Philanthropic Efforts sections inside ��� �  



 

Past Events 

 
 

Celebration of Armenian Christmas 

Jan. 14, 2006 - Laguna Beach, CA 

OCAPS members and guests attended the annual Armenian 
Christmas Celebration dinner at the attractive residence of Aram & 
Terez Bassenian in the spectacular Emerald Bay hills in Laguna 
Beach.  It was a joyous event for all attendees who enjoyed a diverse 
menu of Armenian food and sampled wine in a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere.  Once again we thank the Bassenians for their 
hospitality.  It was a great start for 2006! 

Spring Dinner with Mark Geragos, Esq. 

April 1, 2006 - Costa Mesa, CA 

The Spring Dinner was held at the exclusive Center Club, adjacent 
to the Orange County Performing Arts Center, in Costa Mesa.  The 
elegant event was attended by OCAPS members and guests.  The 
guest of honor and keynote speaker was noted Los Angeles 
attorney Mark Geragos, Esq. 

The evening commenced with a wine reception, where members 
mingled and had a chance to meet Mr. Geragos personally and 
have their picture taken with him.  This was followed by a 
delicious dinner and keynote address.  Mr. Geragos talked briefly 
about his family and reminisced about his experience as a young 
Armenian growing up in California, and included some humorous 
stories from his youth.  He then related his experiences in 
representing public figures in several high-profile trials, and in 
serving as CNN legal commentator. 

Mr. Geragos spoke of his accomplishments in obtaining 
settlements from several life insurance companies for policies held 
by the victims of the Armenian Genocide.  In this regard, he gave a 
personal and touching account of how, while searching through 
data archives of insurance policies, he stumbled across the name of 
a victim who was his relative.  After his very interesting address, 
Mr. Geragos answered questions from attendees, and a vibrant 
forum of discussion ensued. 

At the end of the program, Serge Tomassian presented Mr. 
Geragos with an award in recognition of and in appreciation for his 
significant contributions to the American-Armenian community.  
As the evening drew to a close, many members and guests 
continued their lively discussion as they filed out of the Center 
Club.  The evening was a great success, with informative, 
entertaining, and thought-provoking discussion. 

~Art Loussararian 
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Past Events (Cont.) 

 

Angels Baseball Game 

July 14, 2006 - Anaheim, CA 

OCAPS members and friends enjoyed a fun Friday Southern 
California summer night out at beautiful Angels stadium to watch the 
Angels battle it out with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays.  It was a 
gorgeous evening and attendees enjoyed a great game as the Angels 
shut-out the poor Devil Rays.  Munching on hot dogs and peanuts, 
everyone watched some excellent pitching and an exciting home run.  
After the game, Anaheim stadium fans were treated to a blockbuster 
fireworks show, capping off a fun night out at the ball park. 

~Art Loussararian 

Philanthropic Efforts 
A New Direction 

With your generous contributions OCAPS has been able to help 
Moushegh Ishkhan High School and Kindergarten#19 in Yerevan for 
the past 15 years. Every year, the teachers and staff have received 
monetary gifts to help them through the most difficult years the country 
went through. Additionally, we helped with school supplies and other 
materials needed. In the recent past we have purchased blankets to keep 
the kindergarten children warm during the cold winters, refrigeration to 
store perishable foods in the school kitchen, as well as funds to replace 
an old broken stove. 

We are happy to report to you that both schools are doing better these 
days, due to the overall economic conditions prevailing in Yerevan. 
Therefore, the Executive Council has decided to change the focus and 
divert its philanthropic efforts to the villages, where there is a great 
need of our support and our help goes further. 

Through our contacts in Armenia, we have been able to identify two 
schools in villages in the Davoush Marz bordering Azerbaijan, 90 
miles from Yerevan. Both villages have sustained major damage from 
the war with Azerbaijan, and as a consequence, many people have left 
for economic reasons. Since the financial support schools receive from 
the government depends on the number of students they have, the 
schools’ income has dwindled accordingly.  

The two schools are: Sevkar Village School with 331 students and 44 
employees (29 teachers and 15 staff) and Berkaber Village School with 
64 students and 26 employees (19 teachers and 7 staff). 

Instead of shipping school supplies as we have done annually in the 
past, the Executive Council also decided to buy much needed school 
supplies in Armenia, to save on the shipping costs and to help the local 
economy. 

Many thanks for your generous contributions. Please look for our 
Philanthropic Annual Fund Raising drive card in the mail at the end of 
the year. 

~Sylvie Tertzakian 

 

 
 

Kindergarten #19 Teachers Opening 
School Supply Shipment from OCAPS 
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Event Photo Gallery 
Celebration of Armenian Christmas (1/14/06) 

 

 
 

    
 

    

Spring Dinner with Mark Geragos, Esq. (4/1/06) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Orange County Armenian Professional Society 
P.O. Box 3455, Newport Beach, CA 92659 
Email: information@ocaps.org 
Web: www.ocaps.org 
714-546-1105 

�


