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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
It has truly been rewarding for me to serve once again as president of the OCAPS 
organization.  I really enjoyed working with the dedicated members of my committee and 
am looking forward to remaining on the committee as an advisor next year. 
 
This year we have had five successful events, restructured the executive committee 
member responsibilities, are implementing an Annual Fund Raising Drive program 
(details to follow) and sent packaged school supplies for students to two schools in 
Armenia.  As part of our annual philanthropic efforts, we contributed $6,000 to two 
schools in Armenia. 
 
This year the Executive Committee has decided that in lieu of the annual dinner dance to 
raise funds for our philanthropic cause, we will initiate an Annual Fund Raising Drive 
program.  We look forward to your generosity to continue our philanthropic mission to 
enrich education by providing support to teachers and students in Armenia. 
 
I am pleased to announce the president for 2005 will be Raffi Agaian.  I have worked 
with Raffi this past year and feel he will be an outstanding president.  He is a very 
personable, enthusiastic, creative and dedicated individual. 
 
I would like to wish all of you a wonderful holiday season and look forward to seeing you 
at our annual Armenian Christmas party in January. 
 
George Ekizian, OCAPS President 

 

Welcome…  
We would like to warmly 
welcome the following 
new member to our 
organization: 

Emma Dermardirossian 
Pharmacist, Irvine 

We look forward to seeing 
you at our future events.�

Expect ����  
�  Armenian Christmas 

Celebration Invitation 

�  2004 Annual Fund 
Raising Drive 

�  2005 Membership 
Renewals 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday Jan. 8: Armenian Christmas Celebration 

Mark your calendars for our traditional Armenian Christmas 
Party on January 8th, 2005. 

Michael and Elizabeth Agajanian will graciously open their 
beautiful home in Laguna Niguel for this popular OCAPS 
event.   We thank them for their hospitality and hope all of 
our members will join us. 

This is a great opportunity for you to invite perspective new 
members as your guests to this annual event. 

Our members will enjoy a rich menu of delicious Armenian 
food and wine in a cozy and elegant ambiance, while being 
entertained by a professional Armenian musician. 

Don't miss this great opportunity to catch up with old friends 
and make new ones. This special event will be a great way to 
start the new year. 

Please look for your invitation in the mail shortly. 

Check out the Past Events and Philanthropic Efforts sections inside ��� �  



Past Events 

 
Sunday, Oct. 24, 2004 – Costa Mesa, CA 

Great Show!  OCAPS members attended the award-winning musical 
"Hairspray" at the Orange County Performing Arts Center. 

OCAPS had secured orchestra level group seating for 40 members.  It was 
an enjoyable afternoon for the members that attended this entertaining and 
uplifting performance together. 

 

Philanthropic Efforts 

Armenia Trip Report: OCAPS Philanthropic Efforts in  Armenia 
 

My father and I have wanted to visit Armenia for many years.  In September we made our first visit and saw the 
incredible sights and people in and around Yerevan.  Prior to our departure, the OCAPS Executive Committee asked if 
we could deliver the school funds on our trip.  Having served on the Executive Committee for many years, I viewed this 
as a wonderful privilege to see first hand the destination of our philanthropic efforts. 

On September 27 to 29, I had the opportunity to visit the three schools OCAPS has supported for many years.  OCAPS 
has been providing an annual subsidy to these schools (teachers and staff) and/or has been sending school supply 
packages.  Here are some details on two of the schools OCAPS has been supporting as part of our philanthropic mission. 

 

Mushegh Ishkhan School 

�  650 students, 76 teachers, 10 staff,  
5 assistant principals, 1 principal 

I had the opportunity to meet with Anahid Sarkissyan 
(Principal) and Arthur Navasardyan (Vice Principal).  
OCAPS has been providing teachers with an annual subsidy 
at this school for many years.  After the distribution of funds 
to the teachers and staff, I was given a tour of the school 
grounds and met some of the teachers and students.  The staff 
was thankful for the supplemental subsidy they received from 
OCAPS. 

The school has been able to make many improvements over 
the years to the internal facilities and classrooms for the 
students.  The principal has been resourceful in making these 
improvements by using creative means.  For example, she 
houses an artist in the studio basement and in turn he paints 
the school and makes the classrooms appealing for the 
students.  She has had parents with specific skills come in and 
make repairs and improvements to the school as well.  The 
overall condition of this school is improved from earlier visits 
of our members. 

The OCAPS philanthropic efforts at this school have had a 
positive impact on the teachers over the years, which in turn 
have improved the education for the students. 

 
Students at play in front of Mushegh Ishkhan School 

 
Teacher receiving subsidy at Mushegh Ishkhan School 



Philanthropic Efforts (Cont.) 

Kindergarten #19 

�  180 students (7 classes, 2 to 6 year olds), 12 teachers, 10 
technical staff, 7 nurses, 3 assistant principals, 1 principal 

I had the pleasure of meeting with Janna Tadeosyan 
(Principal).  OCAPS has been providing annual teacher 
subsidy at this school for many years and have been sending 
school supplies for the past three years.  After the distribution 
of funds to the teachers and staff, I was given a tour of the 
school grounds and met some of the teachers and students. 
The principal and staff were very thankful for the 
supplemental subsidy they received from OCAPS.  They 
were especially thankful for the school supplies OCAPS has 
been sending.  Items that we have sent include play dough, 
white glue, colored pens, and construction paper that have 
been very helpful and a big hit with the students.  It has been 
financially difficult for the school to attain such simple 
educational items, which are extremely helpful to the students 
at their kindergarten level education. 

The general operating condition of this school was worse.  
They are in need of many necessities and are trying to do 
their best with the government funds they receive.  They are 
struggling with some basic necessities.  For instance, the 
stove they are using to feed the children three meals each day 
is not working properly and after multiple attempts at repairs 
it needs to be replaced.  The commercial grade refrigerator 
they had for the school is broken and beyond repair.  They are 
using a small donated home refrigerator to store the day’s 
perishable foods.  Their central heating system is broken and 
beyond repair.  They rely on kerosene heaters during the 
winter months, which create a lot of smoke and ash in the 
classrooms.  The principal is having a very difficult time 
trying to make ends meet with the government provided 
assistance. 

Kindergarten #19 is a school where we can really make a 
difference!  Their needs are great and we may not be able to 
address them all, however, I believe we can make it a better 
environment for the students at this school by providing some 
basic essentials.  This school is in need of a new commercial 
grade electric stove to prepare meals for the students, a 
commercial grade refrigeration unit to store perishable food, a 
gas line extension to the building, repair of a very old central 
heating system and conversion to gas, and many general 
building maintenance repairs. 

I am very happy to report that OCAPS is currently in the 
process of purchasing a commercial grade stove for this 
school.  We are hoping that your generous donations during 
this Holiday Season will facilitate more improvements.  Look 
for the 2004 Annual Fund Raising Drive mailer to provide 
your heartfelt support. 

 
Mushegh Ishkhan students’ handmade gift sent to OCAPS 

 
Kindergarten #19 School - middle gray building 

 
Kindergarten #19 classroom 

 
Kindergarten #19 students playing outside 

Continued on the back page ��� � �



Philanthropic Efforts (Cont.) 
In conclusion, our philanthropic efforts in Armenia are very much needed and appreciated.  Our fellow teaching 
professionals there are generally underpaid and have a difficult time making ends meet.  Teachers starting pay is 13,000 
Drams, approximately $26 per month.  The annual subsidy that is hand delivered by OCAPS is a very good incentive to 
keep these teachers motivated in their profession and provide a better educational environment for the students.  These 
students are the future of Armenia and the future of our heritage.  The annual school supplies we send place much needed 
educational tools directly in the hands of these students promoting an improved learning experience. 

When you receive your Annual Fund Raising Drive mailer from OCAPS, I urge you to take a moment and send in your 
generous donation to support the teachers and students at these schools.  The funds you provide go directly to the source 
and are hand delivered annually by volunteer OCAPS members such as myself.  The OCAPS Executive Committee and 
members volunteer their time and efforts to purchase schools supplies, package the materials and ship them.  Your 
donations go directly to the destination; there are no extraneous overhead costs or administrative fees that erode your 
donations. 

Best wishes to you and your family this Holiday Season. 

 

 
Mushegh Ishkhan student assembly 

 
Kindergarten #19 music class 

 
Mushegh Ishkhan classroom 

 
Kindergarten #19 children playing “Poochig” 
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