OCAPS Newsletter
2004 Spring Edition

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I am truly honored to serve as president of the Orange County Armenian Professional Society (OCAPS) for the
year 2004. | am especially thankful for the terrific Executive Committee of 18 volunteer members who take
time out of their busy schedules to serve this organization. What a wonderful group of talented individuals!

OCAPS serves the Armenian community through its unique mix of philanthropic, educational, cultural, and
social activities. We kicked off this year with our annual Armenian Christmas party at Chanteclair in January
and in February supported the Armenian Eye Care Project and Junior Achievement “Picasso to Pollack” event
in February. Our committee is currently planning the “Housing Trends Today” event on May 2". Other
activities scheduled for the year include the July 4™ Angels vs. Dodgers tailgating party / baseball game /
fireworks extravaganza, the musical “Hairspray” in October at the Performing Arts Center, and a cultural event
to be announced at a later date.

If any of you are interested in assisting the Executive Committee with upcoming events, we are always looking
for individuals who want to be involved. Anyone is welcome to sit in on a monthly meeting. If you are
interested, please call me at (949) 852-4437.

I am looking forward to an exciting year and meeting all of you at upcoming events.

George Ekizian

Welcome...

We would like to warmly welcome the
following members who recently joined
our organization:

Upcoming Events

Sunday May 2:Housing Trends Today .,
Join us for a very special presentationby a ..

panel of leading Armenian residential I
architects and real estate professionals at The' 1
Clubhouse Restaurant (at South Coast Plaza) < i«
on Sunday, May 2nd, 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm. s - =
There will be a most informative presentation

LaPaima. | Anahe
oy

Raffi Agaian Architect, Montrose

Rob Davidian Independent Video
Producer, Santa Monica

Loussi DishoianFinancial Services,
Riverside

residential real estate today. An array of
spring appetizers will be served. Your check

Dora GulesserianMedical
Technologist, Long Beach

Thomas KalajianTaxes Business
Valuation & Litigation Support, Lake

will be your reservation (Members $25, No
Member $35, Students $20). As seating is
limited, we need to receive all checks by
April 26th.

Forest

Joelle Tavitian Endodontist, Newport
Beach

Cynthia Tusanlnvestment Analyst,
Laguna Niguel

Thank you Raffi Agaian and Loussi
Dishoian for joining the Executive
Committee and volunteering your time
and effort.

Due to popular demand, the Angels baseball gamat é&back again this
year. We have been able to attain the highly dbkAngels vs. Dodgers
game tickets, followed by a spectacul8rof July fireworks show. A Kebob
tailgate party, prior to the game is planned fag family event for members.

Check out thé?ast Eventsection




Past Events

Monte Carlo Night

Saturday, November 15, 2003 - Irvine, CA

Over 100 members and guests from as far north as

Fresno and as far south as San Diego County attende

the Monte Carlo Night Gala fundraiser at the Crowne

Plaza Hotel. The entire ballroom was magically

transformed into a Monte Carlo styled casino, catepl

with custom designed in red, black and gold balloon

arrangements. Poster boards displayed around the

cocktail area showed photos of the teachers at the

schools in Armenia which this event will benefits

music played softly in the background, plentifubdo

stations were open throughout the night. Guesisddin

at smaller round tables, all within mingling distarof

one another. Crowds gathered at the casino tabtks a

still more guests arrived, some visiting, somenggti

and some joining in the gambling. From time to time

loud cheers and applause were heard coming froratthes. Added to this fun and excitement were ltalmiprizes
everyone had an opportunity to win: Sony 32" TVs Megas Getaway Weekend, dinner for two at sontleeofinest
restaurants in town, gift certificates, spa memtipssand jewelry. At the conclusion of the eveniGgorge Ekizian,
chairman for the event, addressed the group thgrédiaryone who came to support this gala beneifit,racognized his
committee for their hard work and dedication. ~B2eldelikian
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Celebration of Armenian Christmas

Saturday Jan. 10, 2004 — Irvine, CA

Over 40 guests were in attendance at OCAPS annual
Armenian Christmas party for members. This year,
the party was held at the beautiful and very newly
remodeled Chanteclair restaurant in Irvine. It a@s
newly remodeled that they opened the restaurant jus
for our event! The food was delicious, the servies
wonderful, and the atmosphere delightful. The
featured entertainment was by Soprano Anahide
Nercessian, with a voice so stunning that even the
restaurant staff stopped what they were doing and
came out of the kitchen to hear this truly talented
artist. This event was a perfect wrap up to thedhgl
season. ~Debra Melikian
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Picasso to Pollock

Saturday Feb. 28, 2004 - Newport Beach, CA

Over 400 patrons gathered at the Orange County Wugé Art to celebrate the captivating opening highla of Picasso
to Pollock: Modern Masterpieces from the Wadswéittenaeum Museum of Art. Throughout the eveningstgie
enjoyed tours of 59 paintings and sculptures byfdhemost artists of the 20th century, a sumptuboser buffet,
Absolute martinis, and musical entertainment bygseotter and jazz vocalist Shira Myrow. Guests gafbtheir
cocktail-style dinner throughout the evening, minglwith friends, enjoying the live entertainmendabreaking for art
tours that were conducted every 15 minutes. Tleatavas jointly organized by the Junior Achievermaimrmenia and
the Armenian Eye Care Project, with support frobr@ad cross section of Armenian groups includirgg@nange County
Armenian Professional Society. OCAPS proudly pribdid this gala event and members received diseduitkets.

The exhibit will be at the Orange County MuseunAdfuntil April 25, 2004. ~Olga Hallachian



Philanthropic Efforts

OCAPS has supported the Musheg

h Ishkhan Middle School and Kindergarten #19 in Yerevan, Armenia for the

past 11 years. We were able to continue this tradition in 2003 as well, thanks to the generosity of our
members. Our donations to these schools are used to subsidize the teachers’ and staff salaries with a much
needed annual bonus. The funds are hand delivered by one of our long-standing members, Sylvie Tertzakian,
to the individual teachers and school staff; therefore, 100% of your philanthropic contributions go directly to

benefit the schools. There is absol

Additionally, OCAPS sends school

utely no overhead in delivery and distribution of our donation.

supply packages annually for the classroom activities. These packages

include art supplies, crayons, construction paper, paints, craft scissors, glue, rulers, pens, pencils and erasers.

Staff at Mushegh Ishkhan Educational Complex

We are proud of the positive impact of our contributions in the lives of over 130 school teachers, staff and
hundreds of students. We firmly believe educating our children is the best hope for our future. We hope to
continue our support in the years to come. If you would like to make a philanthropic contribution earmarked
and used only for the schools in Armenia, please send your tax deductible check designating the schools to
OCAPS, P.O. Box 3455, Newport Beach, CA 92659.

We thank you for your continued support. Please take a moment to read the letters of appreciation we have
received from the schools. We have translated two of these letters on the last page of this newsletter.

Ani Ozdere, Philanthropic Chairperson

Get Involved...

Do you have feedback or comment
for the Executive Committee?

Email us, write to us, call us, or eve
better, join us at a monthly meeting

Our monthly meetings are held on
the 1st Monday of every month at t
Bassenian/Lagoni office in Newpor
Beach. A 6:00 pm fellowship dinne
precedes the meeting, which usual
starts at 6:45 pm. Contact us for
more details at 714-546-1105 or
email information@ocaps.org.

Financial Report

sln 2003, $6,040 was sent to schools in Armenianaanaual bonus to support
teachers and staff at two schools. Additionallyjzasg supply packages were ser
rno support the children.

S

nt

OCAPS is starting 2004 with a beginning balanc$1#,477.72. From this
,Nlaaalance $6,000 will be set aside for the annualitetide donation to support the
t Schools in Armenia in 2004, $6,000 will be mainéainn the account for
roperating expenses, and the remaining $1,477.7ssxands will be placed in
ythe OCAPS trust account for future philanthropioes.

Terez Bassenian, Treasurer

See translated letters from schools OCAPS supports
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Feb. 18, 2004

To Orange County Armenian Professional Society:
Dear Committee,

From the Shirakatsy education school district,ehtire
student body, faculty and from myself, please acoap
deepest gratitude for the school supplies donations
This delivery of this donation has provided a big
assistance for school children’s quality and actmesnt
in their academic program.

Best regards and best wishes,

Principal
A. Alikhanian

To Orange County Armenian Professional Society:

Dear Sirs and Madams,

The Kindergarten #19 collectively has 150 childagl they all
send their sincere gratitude for the generous damaft school
supplies.

Let God protect you.
Kindergarten #19 Principal

Zhanna Tadevosyan
Feb. 16, 2004
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Orange County Armenian Professional Society
P.O. Box 3455, Newport Beach, CA 92659

Email: information@ocaps.org
Web: www.ocaps.org
714-546-1105



